The Qal Perfect Conjugation

Theleast you need to know:

Pl Sy
Y wekept nRw | kept
oY you (M pl) kept W you (m) kept
1RARY you (f pl ) kept nWw you (f) kept
1173w they kept 17_3@' he kept

n1p¢ she kept

Things you might want to know

Theword Qal (%2) means “light”, although for the purposes of verbs we can think of it as
“uncomplicated”. Qal isthe most basic verb stem, and is used for smple action.

Biblical Hebrew does not have tenses in the way that English does. The Hebrew Perfect and
Imperfect are used to indicate whether or not the action is completed. The Perfect indicates
completed action, and can be trandated several ways:. he kept, he did keep, he had kept could all
be valid translations of 1w depending on context.

Verbs that regularly follow the pattern above are called strong verbs. Verbs whose conjugation
deviates from the pattern shown above are called weak verbs. Weak verbs can be identified by
the presence of certain lettersin their stems. Verbs are weak if:

Their stem contains a yor a> that functions as avowel, for ex.

Xja go, enter

nn die

2w turn, return

If any of its consonantsis a gutteral (x ,7,n,¥ and sometimes)
If it beginswith> ,7 ,3
If its second and third consonants are identical



Personal Pronouns
The least you need to know

Pl Sy
73X ,9273 ,9272% we IR ,IK |
PR you (mpl) PR you (M)
TIOXR ,TIPXR you (f pl) nx you(f)
.o they (M) X377 he
mam .77 they (f) X7 she

Uses of personal pronouns

Personal pronouns are optional with verbs, because the verb form already contains the
information needed to determine person and number. When a pronoun is used it should be
considered emphatic. For example both of the following sentences

NI RIY
R VY MK

mean the same thing, | guarded the beasts. But if | say n‘lron;a ’njptp' it is amatter-of-fact
statement: | guarded the beasts, and it'sno big dedl. If | say *NAW *NIW °IX, | really want
you to know that | guarded the beasts. My siblings may have run off somewhere to have fun, but
| guarded the beasts like | was supposed to.

Personal pronouns are also used in verbless sentences. Sentences that follow the pattern x isy do
not usually use averb in Hebrew.

Some examples
77 21X | amtheLord

Tpn PR Youareking

TR DX Y ou are awoman
7Y X7 Heisadave
7IVIRYT  Sheisayoung woman

Here is an example from the liturgy:

W'ﬁ'lg ﬂpt&} W'ﬁ'r? ighs

You are holy and your name is holy

(Note that verbless sentences can have nouns or pronouns as the subject)






